
Some Developmental Foundations of Literacy

Read to learn and enjoy
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read print 
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Picture reading and pretend reading 
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Recite from familiar books 

Talk about reading 
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Learn to talk 

Talk to learn 

Learn to mean 

Adapted with permission from Klick. S.L. ( 1986. July) . “I” Can: Functional Meaningful Reading Instruction 
Through Immersion. Interaction and lnternahzauon. Paper presented at the Fifteenth Annual Conference 
on Teaching the English Language Arts. Un1vers1ty of Georgia.

The slashed line indicates the 
point at which most middle­

class children are at upon 
entering school. Most lower­
class children have had little 
or no opponunIty to develop 

foundational concepts. 
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